The Research Question: The Starting Point

The research question is the most important component of research.
Features of a good research question always consider all of the following:

Relevance: It has to be an issue covered by the research.

Manageable: It has to be within scope, not too large, not too small.

Specific: It has to be measurable and possible to investigate.

Clear and simple: Investigators/readers all must understand what you’re hoping to find out.
Interesting: Investigators/readers are interested in the research; it must be a substantial question.
Legitimate: Is it a question, not a statement.

Answerable: It must be a question that you can actually provide a direct answer for.
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The Research Question: FINER Framework

A framework in research offers structure and guidance for

planning methodologies, prioritizing the right questions, and FILIER Exterio lion e by
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The Research Question: PICO

The PICO format is commonly used in evidence-based clinical practice.

Format creates a well-built question that identifies four concepts:

1. Population
2. Intervention
3. Control
4. Qutcome P I C O T
Patient/Population/ Intervention Comparison Outcome Time
Problem (variable)
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Good and Bad Research Questions

BAD RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Not Empinically Testable, Nonscientific Questions
# Should abortion be legal?

m Isitright to have capital punishment?

General Topics, Not Research Questions
m Treatment of alcohol and drug abuse
Sexuality and aging

Set of Variables, Not Questions
Capital punishment and racial disarimination
m Urban decay and gangs

Too Vague, Ambiguous
" Do police affect delinquency?
What can be done to prevent child abuse?

Need to Be Still More Specific

m Has the incdidence of child abuse risen?

How does poverty affect children?

m  Whatproblems do children who grow up in poverty
experience that others do not?

GOOD RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Exploratory Questions
m Has the incidence of new forms of child abuse
appeared in Wisconsin in the past 10 years?

Descriptive Questions

m Is child abuse, violent or sexual, more common in
families that have experienced a divorce than in
intact, never-divorced families?

Are the children raised in impoverished households
more likely to have medical, learning, and social-
emotional adjustment difficulties than children who
are not living in poverty?

Explanatory Questions

» Does the emotional instability created by experienc-
ing a divorce increase the chances that divorced
parents will physically abuse their children?

m s a lack of sufficent funds for preventive treatment
a major cause of more serious medical problems
among children raised in families in poverty?
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